
Village of Buena Vista 

Recreation Survey Report 

Executive Summary 
•​ Playground upgrades / new park development is the clear top community priority, selected by 72.7% 

of respondents (56 of 77). It is followed by walking trails (53.2%), beach improvements (42.9%), 
community events/festivals (39.0%), and a multi-purpose court (37.7%). 

•​ Satisfaction is moderately positive but not universal. Two-thirds of respondents (66.2%) are very or 
somewhat satisfied with parks and recreation, while roughly three in ten (29.9%) are neutral or 
dissatisfied. 

•​ Some priorities are consensus items; others are polarized. Playgrounds, walking trails, and community 
events draw broad support. By contrast, ODR boards/fencing and a fishing dock were each selected as a 
top-five priority by about 30% of respondents, yet a majority rated those same improvements “not 
important” (55.8–68.8% for ODR items; 51.9% for the fishing dock). These items have a motivated 
minority rather than community-wide support, and investment decisions should weigh that accordingly. 

•​ Families with children consistently prioritize youth-focused infrastructure: playgrounds, ODR 
upgrades, multi-purpose court, baseball/youth sports, and programming. 

•​ Older residents and households without children show stronger emphasis on walking trails, beach 
improvements, natural spaces, mosquito control, and low-impact community events. 

•​ Bugs are a near-universal barrier. 83.1% of respondents say bug/insect issues affect their use of 
outdoor spaces somewhat or significantly, and a mosquito control program was the most-supported 
mitigation measure (72.7%). 

•​ Willingness to contribute is strong. 83.1% support fundraising, 63.6% would personally participate in 
fundraising events, and 75.3% said yes or maybe to volunteering (58.4% yes). 

•​ A recurring open-ended concern is that Buena Vista lacks enough local recreation options for young 
families, causing residents to travel to neighbouring communities such as Lumsden and Bethune. 

At-a-Glance Dashboard 

Metric Result Metric Result 

Unique responses 77 Households with children 37 (48.1%) 

Very/somewhat satisfied 51 (66.2%) Neutral/dissatisfied 23 (29.9%) 

Top priority Playground upgrades / 
new park (72.7%) 

#2 priority Walking trails (53.2%) 

Support fundraising 64 (83.1%) Would join fundraising events 49 (63.6%) 

Volunteer yes 45 (58.4%) Volunteer yes/maybe 58 (75.3%) 

Bugs impact use 
somewhat/significantly 

64 (83.1%) Support mosquito control 
program 

56 (72.7%) 

About This Survey 

The survey received 77 unique responses. As a voluntary community survey, results are a valuable indicator of 
resident sentiment but are not a random, statistically representative sample. The respondent pool skews 



toward parents and older adults: only one respondent was aged 18–29, while 12 were under 18. Multi-select 
questions allow percentages to total more than 100%. 

Respondent Profile 

 

Age Group 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

30-44 28 36.4% 

45-59 20 26.0% 

60+ 16 20.8% 

under-18 12 15.6% 

18-29 1 1.3% 



 

Household Children 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

No children under 18 40 51.9% 

Children under 18 in household 37 48.1% 

Length of Time in Community 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

more-than-10-years 32 41.6% 

5-10-years 20 26.0% 

2-5-years 14 18.2% 

less-than-2-years 10 13.0% 

No answer 1 1.3% 

Current Use & Satisfaction 



 

Current Amenities Used 
Multi-select question: percentages can total more than 100%. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Beach/Lake Areas 62 80.5% 

Walking Trails/Green Spaces 61 79.2% 

Outdoor Rink (ODR) 38 49.4% 

Parks/Playgrounds 35 45.5% 

Baseball Facilities 26 33.8% 

Disc Golf Course 25 32.5% 

How Often Facilities/Outdoor Spaces Are Used 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

weekly 32 41.6% 

daily 26 33.8% 

occasionally 8 10.4% 

No answer 5 6.5% 

monthly 3 3.9% 

rarely-never 3 3.9% 



 

Satisfaction Rating 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

very-satisfied 27 35.1% 

somewhat-satisfied 24 31.2% 

neutral 12 15.6% 

somewhat-dissatisfied 7 9.1% 

very-dissatisfied 4 5.2% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

 

Barriers to Use 
Multi-select question: percentages can total more than 100%. Rows at 1.3% are individual write-in responses. 



Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Lack of park/playground options 21 27.3% 

Bug/insect issues 17 22.1% 

Time constraints 16 20.8% 

Lack of facilities 14 18.2% 

Lack of sports facilities 13 16.9% 

Limited programming 10 13.0% 

Accessibility concerns 8 10.4% 

Safety concerns 7 9.1% 

Write-in: Weather 1 1.3% 

Write-in: Coyotes 1 1.3% 

Write-in: Dogs running loose or not on a leash 1 1.3% 

Top 5 Community Priorities 

 

Top Priorities Selected by Residents 
Respondents could select up to five priorities; percentages show the share of all 77 unique responses selecting each 
priority. Rows at 1.3% are individual write-in responses. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Playground Upgrades / New Park Development 56 72.7% 



Walking Trails 41 53.2% 

Beach Improvements 33 42.9% 

Community Events / Festivals 30 39.0% 

Multi-Purpose Court 29 37.7% 

ODR Boards & Fencing 23 29.9% 

Fishing Dock 23 29.9% 

Arts & Crafts Programming 13 16.9% 

Beach volleyball court 11 14.3% 

Library / Community Learning 11 14.3% 

Baseball Improvements 9 11.7% 

Soccer / Field Sport Development 8 10.4% 

Write-in: cross country skiing area 1 1.3% 

Write-in: snow shoeing area 1 1.3% 

Write-in: safe walking paths throughout our community and 
school way 

1 1.3% 

Interpretation note: priority counts show what respondents chose within a five-pick limit. ODR Boards & Fencing and 
Fishing Dock rank in the top seven here, but the importance questions below show a majority rated them “not important.” 
They are best read as polarized items with a committed minority, not community-wide priorities. 

Outdoor Rink (ODR) 

How important is an ODR improvement of installing Boards? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 43 55.8% 

very-important 12 15.6% 

important 10 13.0% 

somewhat-important 9 11.7% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is an ODR improvement of installing Fencing/Netting? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 53 68.8% 

very-important 9 11.7% 

important 6 7.8% 

somewhat-important 6 7.8% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is an ODR improvement of installing Benches/Seating? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 39 50.6% 

somewhat-important 19 24.7% 



important 9 11.7% 

very-important 7 9.1% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is an ODR improvement of implementing Organized Programming? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 53 68.8% 

somewhat-important 17 22.1% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

important 2 2.6% 

very-important 2 2.6% 

Would your household participate more if boards and fencing were installed? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 36 46.8% 

no 27 35.1% 

maybe 11 14.3% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Winter Recreation Activities of Interest 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Winter Festivals/Events 41 53.2% 

Family Skate 24 31.2% 

Shinny Hockey 23 29.9% 

Learn-To-Skate Programs 20 26.0% 

Youth Hockey 18 23.4% 

Pond Hockey Tournaments 15 19.5% 

Ringette 3 3.9% 

Parks, Playgrounds & Trails 



 

Park/Playground Improvements Supported 
Multi-select question. Rows at 1.3% are individual write-in responses; several reference splash pads, expanded 
walking/biking trails, a larger dog park, horseshoe pits, boat launch upgrades, and comparisons to Lumsden and Bethune. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Walking paths/trails 36 46.8% 

New playground equipment 33 42.9% 

Seating/benches 33 42.9% 

Shade structures 30 39.0% 

Swings 28 36.4% 

Open green spaces 26 33.8% 

School-age play area (6-12) 25 32.5% 

Picnic area 25 32.5% 

Toddler play area (0-5) 23 29.9% 

Upgrade existing playgrounds 20 26.0% 

Importance of Parks and Playgrounds 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

very-important 27 35.1% 

somewhat-important 17 22.1% 

important 16 20.8% 

not-important 14 18.2% 

No answer 3 3.9% 



Beach & Waterfront 

 

Waterfront Improvements Supported 
Multi-select question. Write-in responses (1.3% each) mentioned beach care, a boat launch, a better raft, and splash 
parks. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Beach Grooming 34 44.2% 

Garbage/Recycling Bins 32 41.6% 

Shade Structures 30 39.0% 

Picnic Tables 26 33.8% 

Walking Access/Trails 23 29.9% 

Defined Swimming Areas 18 23.4% 

Additional Seating 8 10.4% 

Better Signage 7 9.1% 

How important is the waterfront addition of a Fishing Dock? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 40 51.9% 

somewhat-important 15 19.5% 

important 10 13.0% 

very-important 9 11.7% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is the waterfront addition of a Swim Platform? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 



not-important 28 36.4% 

somewhat-important 17 22.1% 

important 16 20.8% 

very-important 13 16.9% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is the waterfront addition of a Beach Volleyball Court? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 43 55.8% 

somewhat-important 18 23.4% 

very-important 7 9.1% 

important 6 7.8% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

How important is the waterfront addition of a Canoe/Kayak Launch? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

not-important 34 44.2% 

somewhat-important 18 23.4% 

important 12 15.6% 

very-important 10 13.0% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Would your household use a fishing dock if available? 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 37 48.1% 

no 28 36.4% 

maybe 9 11.7% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Multi-Purpose Court 

Importance of Multi-Purpose Court 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

important 20 26.0% 

not-important 19 24.7% 

somewhat-important 18 23.4% 

very-important 16 20.8% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Write-in: Would not use 1 1.3% 

How Often Households Would Use Multi-Purpose Court 



Answer Choice Responses Percent 

weekly 26 33.8% 

daily 15 19.5% 

rarely-never 12 15.6% 

monthly 11 14.3% 

occasionally 10 13.0% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Potential Court Uses 
Multi-select question. Write-ins included badminton (2 responses) and general comments. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Basketball 38 49.4% 

Pickleball 34 44.2% 

General Play 33 42.9% 

Tennis 23 29.9% 

Ball Hockey 20 26.0% 

Youth Programming 17 22.1% 

Sports, Arts, Culture & Programs 

Baseball/Softball Participation 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 36 46.8% 

no 33 42.9% 

maybe 5 6.5% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Baseball/Softball Opportunities of Interest 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Youth Baseball 24 31.2% 

T-ball/Introductory Programs 16 20.8% 

Baseball Tournaments/Events 14 18.2% 

Adult Recreational League 11 14.3% 

Skills Camps/Clinics 10 13.0% 

Drop-In Ball Nights 7 9.1% 

Baseball Facility Improvements Supported 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 



Washroom access 34 44.2% 

Field maintenance upgrades 23 29.9% 

Bleachers/seating 21 27.3% 

Concession or gathering area 20 26.0% 

Lighting 17 22.1% 

Additional youth play areas nearby 17 22.1% 

Dugouts 15 19.5% 

Soccer/Field Sports Participation 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

no 33 42.9% 

yes 32 41.6% 

maybe 9 11.7% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Field Sport Opportunities of Interest 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Drop-in Recreation Nights 23 29.9% 

Youth Soccer 23 29.9% 

Multi-Sport Programming for Children 18 23.4% 

Summer Camps 13 16.9% 

Adult Recreational Soccer 6 7.8% 



 

Recreation/Community Programs of Interest 
Multi-select question. The original data export split the option “Community events (BBQs, movie nights, cabarets)” across 
commas into three rows (47, 47, 42); it is shown here as one option at the best-supported count of 47. Rows at 1.3% are 
individual write-in responses (cross country skiing, snow shoeing, winter walking, disc golf, mountain biking). 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Community events (BBQs, movie nights, cabarets) 47 61.0% 

Fitness classes 36 46.8% 

Park/playground events 34 44.2% 

Arts and crafts programming 29 37.7% 

Walking clubs 26 33.8% 

Kids day camps 26 33.8% 

Fishing events/derbies 24 31.2% 

Learn-to-skate/skating programs 21 27.3% 

Youth hockey/shinny 17 22.1% 

Ball hockey/summer sports 16 20.8% 

Beach volleyball leagues/events 15 19.5% 

Hockey tournaments 12 15.6% 



 

Community Events of Interest 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Canada Day BBQ 53 68.8% 

Winter Festivals/Events 51 66.2% 

Outdoor movie nights 41 53.2% 

Craft Fairs/Markets 40 51.9% 

Family Fun Days 38 49.4% 

Fishing derby 29 37.7% 

Baseball tournaments 26 33.8% 

Beach volleyball tournament 20 26.0% 

Hockey tournaments 17 22.1% 

Soccer days/events 12 15.6% 

Arts/Culture Programming Participation 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 52 67.5% 

maybe 14 18.2% 

no 8 10.4% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Arts & Culture Opportunities 



Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Outdoor movie nights 39 50.6% 

Music events 38 49.4% 

Seasonal workshops 38 49.4% 

Painting or DIY classes 36 46.8% 

Arts and crafts programs 35 45.5% 

Children's craft days 27 35.1% 

Community art events 24 31.2% 

Senior/social programming 19 24.7% 

Library/Literacy Programming Support 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 49 63.6% 

no 14 18.2% 

maybe 11 14.3% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Library/Learning Opportunities 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Book exchange/library area 29 37.7% 

Community learning workshops 25 32.5% 

Craft and maker activities 24 31.2% 

Story time for children 23 29.9% 

Summer reading programs 20 26.0% 

Youth homework/study space 13 16.9% 

Bugs, Communication, Fundraising & Volunteers 



 

Bug/Insect Impact 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes--significantly 45 58.4% 

somewhat 19 24.7% 

not-really 7 9.1% 

No answer 6 7.8% 

Bug/Insect Measures Supported 
Multi-select question. Write-in responses (1.3% each) raised concerns about pets, kids, and preserving berry-picking along 
the walking path. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Mosquito control program 56 72.7% 

Vegetation/standing water management 45 58.4% 

More garbage bins to reduce attractants 31 40.3% 

Public education regarding repellent use 15 19.5% 



 

Preferred Communication Channels 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Text/SMS alerts/Phone Call (Voyent Alert System) 35 45.5% 

Facebook/social media 35 45.5% 

Email newsletter 27 35.1% 

Physical flyers/posters 19 24.7% 

Village website 18 23.4% 

Community App 15 19.5% 

Current Communication Channels 
Multi-select question. 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

Facebook/social media 46 59.7% 

Word of mouth 31 40.3% 

Text/SMS alerts/Phone Call (Voyent Alert System) 29 37.7% 

Village website 24 31.2% 

Posted flyers 23 29.9% 

Community newsletter 21 27.3% 

I am usually unaware of events 10 13.0% 

Support Fundraising 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 64 83.1% 

maybe 8 10.4% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

no 2 2.6% 



Would Participate in Fundraising Events 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 49 63.6% 

maybe 18 23.4% 

no 7 9.1% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

 

Would Consider Volunteering 

Answer Choice Responses Percent 

yes 45 58.4% 

no 16 20.8% 

maybe 13 16.9% 

No answer 3 3.9% 

Volunteer Contacts Provided 
Internal use only — remove this section (personal information) before any public distribution of the report. 

Name Email 

Cory Dueck cmdueck2014@gmail.com 

Jerrod Keuler jkeuler@pcl.com 

Name not provided janet.labar@gmail.com 

Jordan Higgins Jordanhiggins@live.ca 

Name not provided Jeremy.a13@hotmail.com 

Name not provided matt@anchorpoint.ltd 

Edwina L. Bates Edwinal.bates@gmail.com 



What Stands Out 

Positive Themes 

•​ Walking trails and winter clearing were repeatedly appreciated. 

•​ Community events such as Winter Carnival, Canada Day BBQ, outdoor movies, markets, and family days 
have strong interest. 

•​ Several residents praised existing amenities such as disc golf, the ODR, beach/lake areas, and 
maintained green space. 

•​ There is meaningful willingness to fundraise, volunteer, and participate in local recreation initiatives. 

Concerns / Negative Themes 

•​ The lack of playground space and youth-focused amenities was one of the strongest concerns, especially 
among families. 

•​ ODR maintenance and lack of boards/fencing were raised repeatedly by families, though most 
respondents overall rated ODR upgrades as not important — a polarized item. 

•​ Some residents believe disc golf is underutilized and should not replace playground amenities; others 
value it, so messaging and balanced investment will matter. 

•​ Bug and mosquito issues significantly reduce use of outdoor spaces for many residents. 

•​ Some residents are unaware of events (13.0%), indicating communication channels need to be 
broadened. 

 



Recommendations  

Quick wins (potential low cost, broad support) 

1.​ Launch a mosquito/bug mitigation plan. This is the single most unifying finding: 83.1% report bugs limit 
their use of outdoor spaces, and 72.7% support a control program. Pair it with vegetation and 
standing-water management (58.4% support) and additional garbage bins (40.3%). 

2.​ Broaden event communication. 13% of respondents are usually unaware of events, and preferred 
channels (text/SMS alerts and Facebook, each 45.5%) differ from current reliance on Facebook (59.7%) 
and word of mouth (40.3%). Publish a single seasonal events calendar and push it through Voyent Alert, 
Facebook, and the email newsletter simultaneously. 

3.​ Program the calendar around proven draws. Canada Day BBQ (68.8%), winter festivals (66.2%), 
outdoor movie nights (53.2%), and craft fairs/markets (51.9%) have the strongest attendance intent and 
require little capital. 

4.​ Mobilize the volunteer list. Seven residents provided contact information. Follow up within the month 
while interest is fresh, and stand up a small recreation committee to help deliver the quick wins above. 

Capital priorities (planning and fundraising horizon) 

5.​ Make playground/new park development the flagship capital project. At 72.7% it is the top priority by 
a wide margin, aligns with the most-cited barrier (lack of park/playground options, 27.3%), and 
addresses the recurring concern about young families leaving town for recreation. Strong fundraising 
willingness (83.1%) suggests a community campaign plus grant applications is viable. 

6.​ Extend and improve walking trails. The #2 priority (53.2%) and the top park improvement supported 
(46.8%). Trail work also serves the older-resident and no-children households that a playground does 
not. 

7.​ Advance beach improvements as a mid-tier project. Beach/lake areas are the most-used amenity 
(80.5%), and grooming (44.2%), garbage/recycling bins (41.6%), and shade structures (39.0%) are 
modest-cost improvements with wide support. 

8.​ Treat the multi-purpose court as a strong candidate pending design. 37.7% list it as a priority, 53.3% 
would use it weekly or daily, and top uses (basketball 49.4%, pickleball 44.2%, general play 42.9%) span 
age groups. 

Polarized items — proceed with caution 

9.​ Do not fast-track ODR boards/fencing or the fishing dock on priority counts alone. Each was picked by 
about 30% as a priority, but majorities rated them not important. If pursued, tie them to demonstrated 
demand (e.g., pilot programming at the ODR, or fold a modest dock into broader waterfront work) and 
communicate how they fit alongside the consensus projects so residents don't perceive them as 
displacing the playground. 

10.​ Address the disc golf tension directly in messaging. Some residents value it while others feel it was 
prioritized over playgrounds. Framing future investment as “adding for families” rather than “replacing” 
existing amenities will reduce friction. 

Report and process follow-ups 

11.​ Close the loop with residents. Publish a one-page “You said, we're doing” summary once council selects 
priorities. This builds trust and supports future survey response rates and fundraising. 
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